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7 UNLIKELY,
MATE. THE
OLD GOPS

GOT NO TIME

FOR THE
LIKES OF

MAY THE OLD
GOPS PROTECT
You FROM THE

GLoOOM.




BROUGHT THE
BISCUITS.

I KNOW. THI AND HOW
RAT TOLD ME. =l ARE YOU,

WHY PO You BASS0O? souT's
THINK T OPENED ST PLAYING ME
THE DOOR? N — o UP BLACK TAX
PAYNENTS ARE
OVER-DUE. BUT
COULD BE A
y LOT WORSE. AT
LEAST I GOT MY

| A
!4»' g/y MASTER THIEF

(P —




A BIT DISORIENTED.
THINNER--IF THAT'S
EVEN POSSIBLE. PIDN'T
REMEMBER ANYTHING
SINCE THE “"ACCIDENT"
OVER AT NORTHCREST
MANOR.

74

GARRETT CAME
IN MY WINDOW
LAST NIGHT LIKE
NOTHING'S
CHANGEDPD. LIKE
IT'S NOT BEEN

A YEAR SINCE

I SAW HIM
LAST.

INTERESTING.
DID HE MENTION
THE GIRL?

HOW PID HE
SEEM?

You MEAN
ERIN? WELL...HE
REMEMBERED
HER DEATH.

HER DEATH...
AS REMARKABLE
AS HER LIFE.

I
REMEMBER
WHEN SHE FIRST
CAME HERE...




e S =

"SHE HAD GUTS. g
LEARNED TO STEAL ; ~ “THEN MADAM
TO SURVIVE. . XIAO-XIAO
- FOUND HER."




w% %i T

"AND TOOK HER
BACK TO THE HOUSE §
OF BLOSSOMS TO
BECOME A PETAL.

AN

AN

"PRIMROSE PETAL.
THAT'S WHAT THEY
CALLED HER.”

S ,/////wx \ Y A




"MESSY
JO0B.

"THAT'S WHERE
I MET HER. USED
TO DELIVER
OPILM THERE."

“IT WAS ONLY A MATTER OF TIME BEFORE SHE COULD
BECOME A FULL BLOSSOM. OF COURSE THERE'S NO
'\COULD! WITH MADAM XIAO-XIAO."
PRINMROSE. —u




"MADAM PROVIDED
WHAT SHE COULD TO
RELAX THE GIRL ON
HER FIRST NIGHT. BUT
ERIN DIDN/T TOUCH IT.”

MADPAM
SAYS YOU'RE
NEW. I LIKE

NEW.
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“"AND THERE "AND THE WAYS
SHE WAS. | 5 OF THE STREETS

BACK ON THE DON'T LEAVE You.
STREETS. & g

il =]

= “EVENTUALLY
SHE SOUGHT REFUIGE
ELSEWHERE.

"SOMEONE ELSE
HAD THE SAME IDEA.

MAYBE IT WAS FATE...

“__.THAT BROUIGHT
THEM TOGETHER
THAT NIGHT.”
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“AND BACK WHEN T
USED TO OPEN MY
DOOR AT NIGHT...

THERE'S A FELLOW
I WANT YOUu TO MEET.
I THINK YOU couLD
BE GOOP FOR

EACH OTHER.

"THERE SHE WAS.
GUESS T WAS THE
ONLY PERSON SHE
KNEW IN THE cITY.”

FEATTEY
) 'l"i"&],v,’z‘
Sl

"SO T SORTED HER
OUT. CLEANED HER
UR GOT HER FED."

“I'M NOT REALLY
ONE FOR GUESTS.
BUT T SAW SOME-

THING IN HER
WHICH REMINDED
ME OF SOMEONE

ELSE T KNEW.”

PRINMROSE?
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OH, S0 Yol
WO KNOW EACH
OTHER?
@ BE CONTINLIED..
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ol!
JENIVERE!
YOU'RE MEANT
TO BRING THAT

3 o
'\“tt“:‘
xS y
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LET'S LIN
THE POCKETS
BEFORE WE
LINE THE NEST,

Bl
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THE ONLY ONE &
WHO CARES. HE Y

KNOWS WHAT IT'S
LIKE. HE'S BEEN

THERE. HE'S MADE |\ \l&

ME SEE THAT
NORTHCREST'S
KILLINY

THIS CITY.

I'VE .
LIVED MY LIFE
ON THESE STREETS.
I'VE SCRIMPED AN/
SCRAPPED. HELL,
I'VE EVEN
BEGGEP.

THESE STREETS
ARE GOING TO
SHIT!

HE’'S THE
SICKNESS! AN/
WE CAN'T GET
BETTER LINTIL

HE'S CUT




CUT DOWN BY
THE GRAVEN
zAawN!

NORTHCREST
DOESN'T CARE 4

_ ABOUIT us.

WHAT THIS MAN

OF THE PEOPLE

HAS TO SAY FOR
HIMSELFE. (S

S5 ‘
BOYS? T ; -
HERE 1O SEE ( / YoLLENNOWR, . Y DOCTORING OR
ORION. - = COLLDN'T PISS SOMETHING.
" STRAIGHT,
CHARLIE.




STOP THE
VOICES. MAKE
THEM STOR

A PLEASE MAKE

THEM STOR

T
\]\,‘ ‘

\ \f’f’j‘l\ 1A\
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THEY/LL
STOP SOON.
I PROMISE.
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THANK YOU FOR COMING. TRUE
I KNOW THE STREETS ARE ENOUGH.-
NOT WHAT THEY USED AND T DIDN'T
TO BE. THINK THEY

. — o il \U',:j" couLp

GET ANY
WORSE.




I'M AFRAID T CANNOT -k B rmusT N/  THEY
SPARE MLICH TIME TO A R

N BE GARRETT, W} DON'T GET

o \ i
B\ CHAT. THE INFORMATION /5 L Ul THoueH. T 8 mucH BETTER
™\ ABOUT THE JOB IS — o RN WANT THE ‘
= ALL IN HERE. e i J .

A\ N\
ONE DAY
YOUR CITY WILL
THANK YOU FOR
THIS, BASSO.
YOU'RE A GOOP




AT LEAST

~ AND <
W YoureE wHAT?
SUCH A PEOPLE

PERSON?

GAVE ME
A JOB. WELL,
GARRETT. HE WAS
VERY SPECIFIC
ABOUT THAT

I LIKE PEOPLE.

ALAS, THE FEELING

1S NOT ALWAYS
LITLIA

e

| EVER SINCE HE'S BEEN
BACK GARRETT'S BEEN

B DIFFERENT. DISTRACTED.

'L NOT QUITE THERE.

THIS 1S MY FAULT.
IF T HADN'T PUT
GARRETT AND ERIN
TOGETHER THAT
NIGHT THINGS
MIGHT HAVE BEEN
PIFFERENT.
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HIT HARD >
ENOUGH TO
KNOCK OuT,
BUT NOT 1O
KILL.




HE'S A
GUARPD. THIS IS
WHAT HAPPENS TO
THEM SOONER OR
LATEI;IIN THIS

THE
HEADACHE WHEN
HE WAKES UP IS
GOING TO BE BAD
ENOLIGH.
YOUV'RE
GOING TO LET
Him W;\KE
u

BUT YOU
BETTER HAVE
GOOD REASON,
BECALISE SOONER
OR LATER YOU'LL
HAVE TO ANSWER
TO SOMEONE.

il ](‘H L ‘H Jld‘“\ |
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THEN YOU LACK
IMAGINATION.

NO LIFE

WHEN THERE WAS
NO OTHER CHOICE.
IT'S ALWAYS BETTER

O INPROVISE.

PEOPLE
DIE ALL THE
TIME. BETTER
A QUICK DEATH
THAN A SLOW
ONE.

e
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"AND THEN THERE (I “T NEEDED A BIT
WAS THE NIGHT IT | OF PAPERWORK 2l "ERIN AND
ALL CHANGED. RETRIEVED. GARRETT
il 3 u (/7% D&?swim
L] A i >
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ALY An
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YOU LOVE
YKNOCKED ARRANGING THEM
OUT THE LIKE THIS, DON'T
GUARDS." you?

WE GOT THEM GO AND
ALL? CHECK.




GOT
OURSELVES
A THIEF, HAVE

WHY DIDN'T
YOu USE YOUR
BLACKIACK?
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& "AND SO THEY PARTED
TLL CLEAN UP COMPANY. HEARD ERIN == —————

YOUR MESS. BUT = TOOK ON WORK AS AN & -
ONCE I DO, WE'RE — ASSASSIN. GIRL HAD
THROUGH. SKILLS. SHE USED THEM.

WHYZ T y —
WAS SAVING TR
YOUR LIFE|, TR \ 1
GARRETT! LN
TVE PARER
TAUGHT YOou A\

WHAT T KNOW.

| o' \ 8 — St /
BUT I CAN'T = - A — | YAND THEN 2
MAKE YOu T & = EVERYTHING
LISTEN. UMRLALAT ANy S = WENT TO HELL."
‘ e

ESPONSIBLE mm r
R FOR YOU, i \IHI‘“ h ‘
ERIN.

* ‘

LI

It

YOU'VE

NOTHING LEFT

TO TEACH ME,
ANYWAY.

THEN
YOU'RE i
ON YOUR
OWN.

ENJOY

{ ﬂ J IT._
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< / v o O BE CONTINUED IN
NNV~ - S THIEE THE GANE.
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HERE You
ARE...

---BACK BEHIND
BARS AGAIN.

BEEN A
WHILE SINCE
THAT LAST
HAPPENEDR




i
OUTH QUARTER.

R GARRETT
DISAPPEARED) TIMES
WERE TOLIGH.

THAT'S
ENOUGH FOR
ONE NIGHT.
ZHICZ

LITTLE BIT OF
ALE KEEPS
THE GOUT AT
BAY. LOTS OF
ALE MAKES You

FORGET You
EVER HAD T,

EH, BIRD?




HELLO,
BOYS. WHAT
CAN I PO
FOR You?

SOMEONE'S
NOT BEEN
PAYING THEIR
BLACK TAX.

THE GENERAL IT'S BEEN
DOESN'T LIKE PELAYED)
THAT. TX!GI’&

oIl come WE ALL
ON, GET THAT KNOW YOU'VE '
SWORD OLT ) GOT ONE. LET'S BE

OF MY FACE, CALM ABOLT
SiLAs! WE ALL THIS. T AIN'T
KNOW You RUNNING. CAN'T
LIKE TO WAVE RUN, EVEN IF T
IT AROLIND. WANTED TO. HE'S RIGHT.
e ) YEAH, AND
HE KNOWS HOow A SWORD'S
THIS GOES. 4 NOTHING
COMPARED
TO WHAT THE
GENERALLL
DO TO HIM.




GOTTA
DO THIS.

OKAY. AN HERE.
HAVE A TOOTH THAT
WANTS KNOCKING
ouT.




I CAN
PAY THE TAX,
GENERAL .
YOou KNOW
I'm coop
FOR IT.

RIGHT NOW

I WANT TO

KNOW ONE
THING..-

You KNOW
BETTER THAN
THAT.

YOU'RE NOT GOOD
FOR ANYTHING BUT
A RAT-SHOW.

THE TAX
CAN WAIT...
FOR THE TIME
BEING.

NEXT
TIME IT GOES
THROUGH YOUR
EYEBALL




"NOW WE HAVE
A SCORE TO
SETTLE..."

N
=

LOOK, T AIN'T
SEEN HIM SINCE
LAST MONTH.
NOT A SIGN.

WHAT PART
OF THIEF TAKER
GENERAL PON'T YOU
UNDERSTAND?




...AND IF T CAN'T
SETTLE IT WITH HImM,
THEN T'LL SETTLE
IT WITH HIS
FRIENZ.

Yyou'LL
HAVE A HARD
TINE. HE DOESN'T
HAVE ANY
FRIENDS.

WHAT DOES
HE THINK You
ARE?

5 M/ GENERAL,
T DUNNO. s SIR!
OUT OF SHAPE? ; &=
4 ' £ |
2

T'M TELLING YOu,
GENERAL, T AIN'T
SEEN THE i
BASTARD. &

=
2l
L

BARON
NORTHCREST
HAS SENT
FOR YOou.

WHAT
DOES THAT
OLD RECLUSE
WANT NOW?

KEEP AN
EYE ON THIS
ONE. T'VE NOT
FINISHED
WITH HIm.




600D
EVENING,
OFFICERL

FEW HOLIRS
LATER...

THE GUARDS LET
ME THROUGH. T
HEAR YOU HAVE A
DASTARDLY CRIMINAL
BEHIND BARS WHO
I BELIEVE MAY HAVE
STOLEN FROM ME
LAST WEEK.




EVEN THE
WORST OF THEM
CAN NEVER
RESIST A FAN

DROR

-

AL
AP?

) KNEEC
P

' =)
) &
NUMBER SEVEN

LOCK PICKS, T
THINK.

YES.
CHLOROFORM'S
HARD TO COME
BY THESE DAYS.
HAD TO GO
TRADITIONAL..

RIGHT. LET'S
GET You ouT
OF THERE.




IT'S THE
SKIRTS.
THEY HOLD
ALOT

74. YOU
EROM THE
DAYPORT LADIES
CONVALESCE
cLus? YES.
THE WREN
SENT ME. AFTER
You HELPED ouTt
WITH THE LENKY
JOB LAST MONTH
SHE FIGURED
SHE OWED
you.

SHE'S A
GOOP WOMAN.
AND WHEN T
COMES TO
SMUGGLING,
You LADIES
ARE THE
BEST.

_aW\\

HE'S OouT. BUT
WE NEED TO
GET YOou BY THE

OTHE

PITY HE'S
NOT YOUR
SIZE.

I'VE HAD
WORSE
UNDER
THERE!

N7

L)

AND NO
WATCH GUARD
DARE CHECK

UNDER

THEM.

JUST TRY
TO KEEP IN
STER

AND DON'T
| TOUCH THE
\ BUSTLE.

[ BETTER I
YOu DON'T
\_KNow. /




IT'S GOOPD NIGHT.
DEFINITELY

THE ONE,
OFFICERS.
GOOD WORK IN
CATCHING THAT
RAPSCALLION. /|
T'LL SLEEP
EASIER =
NOw.

TLL
DEAL WITH
THIS.




THAT SHOULD
KEEP THEM
BUSY FOR A
WHILE.

THE WREN'S LAST FAVOR. NOT THIS
SHE'S FOLIND SOMEWHERE PART OF
FOR YoU TO LIE LOW 2 IT.
WHILE. THE CRIPPLED T e iy
BURRICK. LOOK FOR ME
THERE.

T THINK
FEW HOLIRS I CAN MAKE
LATER... THIS WORK.

N

S
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YOU'RE NOT
BASSO'S USUAL

W

g
X




NOw,
NOwW! SETTLE
DOWN.

NOW, BARNABAS, Y

I HOPE YOU DIPN'T
EAT ANYTHING
AT THE HOUSE OF
B BLOSSOMS. &

---NOT SEEN
THE MADAM
FOR A WHILE.
I WONDER
WHAT SHE
WANTS.

GO BACK TO
YOUR MASTER.
SOUNDS LIKE HE
MIGHT NEED




C /T

THE HOUSE

------
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NO, MADAM, THIS IS
NO WAY THAT LINACCEPTABLE.
WE CcouLD B
SEE. A |
alf2 P\\ »
|~ |

[ATER, AT

BLOSSOMS. ..

OF

HAVE You X

y J

: 7
7N A ,
34 /



T WANT
ALL SECURITY
TIGHTENED,
LINDERSTAND?

I REALLY |

WISH You
WOULILDN'T
DO THAT!

NOT TIME
FOR OUR
TAROT
READING,
IS IT2

=

J ‘;'-l-’|- 1'

NO. T POUBT
YOUR CARDS
CAN TELL ME
WHAT T WANT
TO KNOW.

YOuU MIGHT
HAVE some
INSIGHT.




A CERTAIN
MASTER THIEF
HAS BEEN
HERE. CAUSING
TROUBLE.

GARRETT?
YES, HE DOES
TEND TO PO
THAT. IT'S ONE
OF HIS BEST
QUALITIES.

NEED TO SEE pp
SOMETHING. [/




T KNOW I LIKE TO
ABOUT THIS KEEP INFORMED.

PLACE, XIAO OF COURSE WE HAVE THAT IN

XIAO. You pPo. T'VE COMMON.
SET RAT TRAPS,
BUT STILL YOUR
LITTLE SPIES
GET IN.

BUT THIS AN OLD DECORATION
WAS NEWS ON THE BRICKWORK.
TO ME. T NEVER REALIZED
IT WAS A LOCK. AND
T CERTAINLY NEVER
POSSESSED
ANY KEY.

TURNS
OouT GARRETT
DID.

WAIT UNTIL
You SEE WHAT'S
BEYONPD.




THESE ARE THE ' YES. IT APPEARS
SAME AS AT THE THE ROOTS OF THIS
ENTRANCE TO BUILDPING GO DEEPER
THE HOUSE. THAN EVEN T HAD
THOUGHT.

US DOWN,
PLEASE.

TS QUITE W
SAFE. UNLIKE
MOST OF THIS

PLACE.




ALTHOUGH
MOST OF ~
THEM ARE IN PERHAPS
A LANGUAGE IT WAS SOME
UNKNOWN | ANCIENT VOLUME
THE THIEF WAS
AFTER.

I'D LIKE
TO STUDY ONE,
IF T MmAY.

IT'S A LIBRARY. ¢
CLOSED LR
FORGOTTEN. STILL £ |
BOOKS HERE,

THEY SELDOM HAVE THE
PATIENCE. BUT T HAVE
OTHER METHODS.




DID You
KNOW ABOUT
THIS PLACE? THIS CITY

WHO'S
RESPONSIBLE
FOR THIS
PLACE?

AND THE THIEF?

WHAT WAS HE |

DOING HERE?

IS LAYER UPON
LAYER, EACH BUILT
ON THE BONES J
OF THE LAST.

I SUSPECTED
SOMETHING LIKE THIS
MIGHT EXIST DEEP
WITHIN THE BOWELS

OF THIS CITY. )

THOSE WHO
ONCE SOUGHT
TO PROTECT
THIS CITY. IN
A FASHION.

/ PERHAPS

HE IS A
VORACIOUS
READER.

ANSWER THE
QUESTION. /




THE GRAVEN
HAVE FOUND
THE ENTRANCE.
THEY'VE GOT
INSIDE!

REINFORCE
THE GUARDS.
PROTECT THE

GIRLS!




THIS IS
MY HoLsE,

NI.
iy
MR
N
IR
)




