


“DOWN MUST WE GO, TO THAT DARK WORLD AND BLIND,”
 THE POET SAID, TURNING ON ME A BLEAK
 BLANCHED FACE; “I WILL GO FIRST – COME THOU BEHIND.”

         —CANTO IV, LINES 13–15



“THERE IN THE THRESHOLD, HORRIBLE AND GIRNING,
                       GRIM MINOS SITS, HOLDING HIS GHASTLY SESSION, 
            AND, AS HE GIRDS HIM, SENTENCING AND SPURNING.” 

         —CANTO V, LINES 4–6
THE 1ST CIRCLE OF HELL

.Limbo.



A concept sketch of Limbo, the 1st Circle of Hell. Limbo is inhabited 
by souls who didn’t have the choice to accept Christ as their 
redeemer—ancient, virtuous pagans and the unbaptized. 



“INTO THIS TORMENT CARNAL SINNERS ARE THRUST,
            SO I WAS TOLD – THE SINNERS WHO MAKE THEIR REASON
       BOND THRALL UNDER THE YOKE OF THEIR LUST.” 

         —CANTO V, LINES 37–39

THE 2ND CIRCLE OF HELL

.Lust.



Cleopatra’s Tower from Lust, the 2nd Circle of Hell. 
Lust is home to those who committed the sins of 
incontinence, including the sin of passion. 



 An early version of Dante as he would appear before his 
descent into the Inferno. In the game, Dante also succumbs 
to the sin of passion.

 A detail of Cleopatra’s Tower. Cleopatra is damned for 
committing adultery with both Gaius Julius Caesar and 
Mark Antony. 



“CERBERUS, THE CRUEL, MISSHAPEN MONSTER, THERE
  BAYS IN HIS TRIPLE GULLET AND DOGLIKE GROWLS
 OVER THE WALLOWING SHADES; HIS EYEBALLS GLARE.” 

         —CANTO VI, LINES 13–15 

THE 3RD CIRCLE OF HELL

.Gluttony.



Concept drawing of Cerberus, traditionally pictured 
as a three-headed dog that guards the gates of 
Hades. This interpretation is decidedly more gastric 
than canine. 



The Hall of Gluttons. During the development process, the 
Gluttons were affectionately known as the “Berthas.”



“IN LIFE,” SAID HE, “THESE WERE SO SQUINT OF MIND
  AS IN THE HANDLING OF THEIR WEALTH TO USE
    NO MODERATION – NONE, IN EITHER KIND.”

         —CANTO VII, LINES 40–42

THE 4TH CIRCLE OF HELL

.Greed.



 Molten gold runs throughout the Circle, but don’t be fooled 
by its beauty; it is as hot and deadly as lava.

 The sin of Greed is twofold. Those who spend money 
frivolously are just as damned as those who hoard it. The dual 
nature of this sin is embodied in the Hoarder/Waster. 



“NAY, PHLEGYAS, PHLEGYAS,” SAID MY LORD, “PEACE NOW!
 THIS TIME THOU CRIEST IN VAIN; WE ARE NO MEAT
FOR THEE – THOU HAST BUT TO FERRY US O’ER THE SLOUGH.” 

         —CANTO VIII, LINES 19–21

THE 5TH CIRCLE OF HELL

.Anger.



 Many elements from ancient mythology have a place in 
Dante’s description of the Inferno. The River Styx serves as a 
marshy border of Anger, the 5th Circle of Hell. 

 Concept drawing of Phlegyas. He was thrown into Hell for 
setting fire to Apollo’s temple after Apollo seduced  
his daughter. 



“THE GREAT HERESIARCHS, WITH ALL THOSE, 
 OF EVERY SECT, THEIR FOLLOWERS; AND MUCH MORE
  THE TOMBS LIE LADEN THAN THOU WOULDST SUPPOSE.” 

         —CANTO IX, LINES 127–129

THE 6TH CIRCLE OF HELL

.Heresy.



 A heretic is defined as someone who chooses to follow one’s own 
views rather than obey the laws of the Papacy. Seen here is an 
early version of a Priest. 

 A hallway in Heresy, the 6th Circle of Hell. Those who do not 
believe in the existence of the soul are condemned to this Circle. 



Those who commit sins against the Church are 
imprisoned in flaming tombs for all eternity.



“BUT NOW LOOK TO THE VALE, FOR WE DRAW NEAR
 THE RIVER OF BLOOD, WHERE ALL THOSE WRETCHES BOIL
WHOSE VIOLENCE FILLED THE EARTH WITH PAIN AND FEAR.” 

         —CANTO XII, LINES 46–48

THE 7TH CIRCLE OF HELL

.Violence.



 The River Phlegethon in Violence, the 7th Circle of Hell. Those 
who commit the sin of violence against their fellow man are 
forever submerged in this torrent of boiling blood. 

 Francesco is the brother of Beatrice and Dante’s best friend. 
A fellow Crusader, in death he is punished for his cruelty  
he committed while living. 



“I NOW STOOD READY TO OBSERVE THE FULL 
 EXTENT OF THE NEW CHASM THUS LAID BARE,
     DRENCHED AS IT WAS IN TEARS MOST MISERABLE.”

         —CANTO XX, LINES 4–6
THE 8TH CIRCLE OF HELL

.Fraud.



Fraud, the 8th Circle of Hell. Fraud is split into 10 
concentric ditches. In each, sinners who practice a 
different form of the sin are tormented.  



An early version of Virgil. He guides Dante throughout 
his descent into Hell. Virgil’s advice become more and more 
crucial the deeper Dante proceeds. 



“AND WHEN WE HAD COME SO FAR THAT IT SEEMED RIGHT
 TO MY DEAR MASTER, HE SHOULD LET ME SEE
   THAT CREATURE FAIREST ONCE OF THE SONS OF LIGHT.” 

         —CANTO XXXIV, LINES 16–18

THE 9TH CIRCLE OF HELL

.Treachery.



LUCIFER RESIDES IN TREACHERY, THE 9TH CIRCLE OF HELL. TO 
SEE HOW THIS CIRCLE SEEMS, YOU WILL HAVE TO FIRST BETRAY 
A LOVED ONE OR TRUSTING FRIEND AND THEN PERISH. OR YOU 

COULD PLAY DANTE’S INFERNO, IN STORES 2.09.10. 




